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Commission determines to be appro-
priate.

Sec. 4. Administration. (a) Members of
the Commission shall serve without com-
pensation for their work on the Commission.
While engaged in the work of the Commis-
sion, members appointed from among pri-
vate citizens of the United States may be al-
lowed travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law for
persons serving intermittently in the Govern-
ment service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707).

(b) The Department of Labor shall provide
the Commission with funding and adminis-
trative support. The Commission may have
paid staff. In addition, appropriate Federal
agencies may be requested to designate staff
to assist with the work of the Commission.
The Secretary of Labor shall perform the
functions of the President under the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.), except that of reporting to the
Congress, in accordance with the guidelines
and procedures established by the Adminis-
trator of General Services.

Sec. 5. General Provisions. The Commis-
sion shall terminate 30 days after submitting
its report.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 27, 2000

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 1, 2000]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on November 2. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Statement on Signing Fiscal Year
2001 Appropriations Legislation
October 27, 2000

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4635,
the ‘‘Departments of Veterans Affairs and
Housing and Urban Development, and Inde-
pendent Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001’’
and the ‘‘Energy and Water Development
Appropriations Act, 2001.’’

This Act will fund vital housing, commu-
nity development, environmental, disaster as-
sistance, veterans, space, and science pro-

grams. Specifically, it provides funding for
the Departments of Veterans Affairs (VA)
and Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA), the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA), the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
the National Science Foundation (NSF), and
several other agencies.

The Act funds a number of my Administra-
tion’s priorities, including the Corporation
for National and Community Service. Na-
tional Service gives young people the oppor-
tunity to obtain funding for a college edu-
cation while addressing community chal-
lenges that range from tutoring children and
serving in community policing projects to
building housing for the homeless. In addi-
tion, the Act will allow students in elemen-
tary schools, high schools, and colleges to
participate in service-learning programs that
provide substantial academic and social ben-
efits, including the opportunity to learn re-
sponsible citizenship.

I am pleased that the Act provides full
funding of HUD’s highest priority: $13 bil-
lion for the renewal of all Section 8 contracts,
thereby assuring continuation of HUD rental
subsidies for low-income tenants in privately
owned housing. I am also pleased that the
Act provides $453 million for 79,000 incre-
mental housing assistance vouchers for low-
income households. In addition, the Act ade-
quately funds programs to help distressed
communities. These programs include Com-
munity Development Block Grants, assist-
ance to the homeless, the Community Devel-
opment Financial Institutions (CDFI) Fund,
and rural and urban empowerment zones.
The CDFI Fund helps to create a network
of community development banks across the
country, thereby spurring the flow of capital
to distressed neighborhoods and their cur-
rently underserved, low-income residents.
Likewise, the rural and urban empowerment
zones will help to revitalize communities so
that they can take advantage of the strength
of the economy and help those left behind
in our economic boom. Additionally, $1.1 bil-
lion is provided for homeless assistance
grants, enabling localities to continue to
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shape and implement comprehensive, flexi-
ble, coordinated ‘‘continuum of care’’ ap-
proaches to solving homelessness.

I am pleased that the Act adequately funds
Fair Housing programs, which will enable
HUD to expand significantly its activities
aimed at reducing the level of housing dis-
crimination nationwide.

The Act provides $7.8 billion for the EPA,
which will enable the agency to carry out pro-
grams to protect our environment. I am
pleased that the bill adequately funds the
EPA’s efforts to enforce environmental laws,
enabling the agency to help protect the
health and quality of life of Americans. I am
pleased that the Act minimizes the inclusion
of anti-environmental riders. Without my Ad-
ministration’s efforts, these riders would have
given special deals to special interests, such
as preventing action at numerous sites need-
ing cleanup of sediments contaminated with
PCBs and other chemicals, delaying an EPA
rule to reduce harmful emissions from diesel-
fueled trucks and buses, and hampering com-
monsense initiatives to help businesses and
consumers conserve energy and save money.

I am disappointed, however, that the final
bill includes anti-environmental riders that
my Administration opposed. I continue to
oppose the use of the budget process to
adopt these kinds of proposals without the
benefit of full and open public debate
through the regular legislative process. I urge
Congress to refrain from sending me any ad-
ditional anti-environmental riders on remain-
ing bills. Although I am signing this legisla-
tion into law with these riders attached, I am
directing the agencies to consider ways to im-
plement them that will have the least harmful
effect on the environment.

I am pleased that the Act sustains U.S.
leadership across the scientific frontiers. This
Act maintains the Nation’s investment in dis-
covery through innovation, which has fueled
unprecedented economic growth for the past
decade. The Act contains a $529 million in-
crease for the National Science Foundation
(NSF)—the largest increase ever—for a total
investment of $4.4 billion that will boost
university-based research and ensure bal-
anced support for all science and engineering
disciplines. Increased investments will spur
new discoveries in the fields of information

technology, nanotechnology, biocomplexity,
and other areas of fundamental science and
engineering. The Act also adequately funds
the new Scholarship for Service program at
NSF, a component of the Federal Cyber
Services, which will provide scholarships to
students pursuing academic careers in Infor-
mation Assurance. One of the five education
and training initiatives in the National Plan
for Information Systems Protection, this pro-
gram supports the Administration’s efforts to
protect the Nation’s critical infrastructures
by increasing the number of skilled tech-
nologists working for the Federal Govern-
ment. In exchange for up to 2 years of schol-
arship support, students will work for the
Federal Government for an amount of time
at least equal to the scholarship period.

This Act will also help to expand our in-
vestments in space exploration by including
a $684 million increase, to $14.3 billion, for
NASA. The Act fully funds the Space Launch
Initiative that will improve the economics of
space transportation dramatically. The addi-
tional resources will help the agency meet
its human space flight needs more safely and
at lower cost through the development of a
new generation of space launch vehicles and
enable NASA to establish a sustained pres-
ence at key research sites in our solar system.

I am pleased that this Act adequately funds
FEMA to help cope with unforeseen disas-
ters. The $1.3 billion in contingent emer-
gency funds, along with the $297 million ap-
propriated, ensures that the country is well-
prepared to deal with unforeseen natural dis-
asters.

I am also pleased that the Act provides
my requested $22.4 billion for veterans’ med-
ical care, benefits, and the National Ceme-
tery System. This $1.5 billion increase over
last year represents the largest increase ever
requested by an Administration. It will allow
us to treat more veterans in the medical care
system with high-quality and timely care, im-
prove the delivery of veterans’ disability and
education benefits, and ensure that our Na-
tion’s veterans are honored in cemeteries
that are maintained as National Shrines. The
bill also takes the long-overdue steps of im-
proving benefits for World War II Filipino
veterans with service-connected disabilities
who live in the United States, by providing
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the same disability, burial, health care, and
long-term care benefits that other veterans
receive.

I am also pleased today to be able to sign
into law the Energy and Water Development
Appropriations Act, 2001, now that the Con-
gress has dropped an unacceptable rider that
would have prevented the Army Corps of
Engineers from revising its operating manual
for the Missouri River, which is 40 years old
and needs to be updated. This action will
enable the Army Corps to move forward to
achieve a reasonable balance among the
competing interests of the many people who
seek to use this great American river, while
addressing the needs of the fish and wildlife
species that depend upon it. To ensure a
thorough discussion and review of the issues
raised concerning revisions to the manual,
the Secretary of the Army and the Secretary
of the Interior will consult fully with other
Federal agencies, with State and local offi-
cials, and with interested stakeholders on the
specific measures that the Army Corps may
need to undertake during FY 2001. As part
of this effort, the Army Corps will work with
the parties to explore alternatives to, and
modifications of, any proposed Federal ac-
tions on the lower Missouri River that may
affect downstream landowners or barge traf-
fic. Furthermore, the Army Corps will not
make changes to its river operations under
this legislation that will have significant ad-
verse impacts on the downstream landowners
or barge traffic.

I am disappointed that the final bill does
not include my request for the CALFED
Bay-Delta program or sufficient funds to re-
store endangered salmon in the Pacific
Northwest, and includes no funds for new
construction projects for the Florida Ever-
glades and the Challenge 21 and recreation
modernization programs, or for construction
of the emergency flood control outlet at Dev-
ils Lake, North Dakota. These omissions are
especially striking in light of the bill’s inclu-
sion of nearly 240 unrequested Corps of En-
gineers projects totaling over $300 million.

I want to acknowledge the efforts the Con-
gress has made in appropriating $20 million
for the establishment of the Delta Regional
Authority, a Federal-State partnership fo-

cused on promoting economic growth in the
Mississippi Delta region.

Finally, I am pleased that the final bill pro-
vides $17.8 billion for the Department of En-
ergy (DOE). This funding supports environ-
mental restoration projects at DOE sites
throughout the country and cutting-edge sci-
entific research such as the Spallation Neu-
tron Source. It also includes essential funds
for maintaining the safety and reliability of
our nuclear weapons stockpile. Although the
bill does not include my full request for the
Climate Change Technology Initiative, it
does provide almost $70 million more than
the FY 2000 enacted level. Included in this
Initiative is $375 million for solar and renew-
able energy, more than a 20 percent increase
over the FY 2000 level for this program. The
bill also provides $203 million in additional
funding to address the damage caused by the
Cerro Grande fire. I am concerned, however,
that the bill contains limits on the term of
office for the first person appointed to the
position of Under Secretary for Nuclear Se-
curity at the Department of Energy and
would restrict the President’s ability to re-
move that official to cases of ‘‘inefficiency,
neglect of duty, or malfeasance of office.’’
Particularly in light of the Under Secretary’s
significant executive authority and responsi-
bility in nuclear security, I understand the
phrase ‘‘neglect of duty’’ to include, among
other things, a failure to comply with the law-
ful directives or policies of the President.

I am proud that my Administration and
the Congress were able to work together suc-
cessfully on two bills to resolve our respective
differences and produce an Act that effec-
tively addresses critical needs of the
American people.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 27, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 4635, approved October 27, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–377 This item was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
October 28. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this statement.
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The President’s Radio Address
October 28, 2000

Good morning. Here in Washington, after
months of partisan delay by the congressional
majority, Congress still hasn’t completed its
work on the budget—even though the budg-
et year ended a month ago.

Yet, when Congress has acted in a spirit
of bipartisanship, we’ve made remarkable
progress. Today I want to talk to you about
the most significant step we’ve ever taken to
secure the health and safety of women at
home and around the world. It’s a new law
I’m signing called the Victims of Trafficking
and Violence Protection Act.

In America today, domestic violence is the
number one health risk for women between
the ages of 15 and 44. Close to a third of
all women murdered in this country were
killed by their husbands, former husbands,
or boyfriends. Every 12 seconds, another
woman is beaten. That’s nearly 900,000 vic-
tims every year.

And statistics tell us that in half the fami-
lies where a spouse is beaten, the children
are beaten, too. Domestic violence is a crimi-
nal activity. It devastates its victims and af-
fects us all. It increases health costs, keeps
people from showing up to work, prevents
them from performing at their best. It de-
stroys families, relationships, and lives, and
it tears at the fabric of who we are as a peo-
ple.

That’s why, as part of our 1994 crime bill,
Al Gore and I fought hard to pass the land-
mark Violence Against Women Act—the
foundation of the bill I will be signing. That
law imposed tough new penalties for actions
of violence against women. It helped to train
police, prosecutors, and judges to better un-
derstand domestic violence, to recognize its
symptoms when they see them, and to take
steps to prevent them.

It gave grants to shelters that are havens
for victims of domestic violence, and it set
up a 24-hour, 7-day-a-week toll-free national
hotline to help women get the emergency
assistance and counseling they need, to find
a shelter, and to report abuse to the authori-
ties.

Most of all, the Violence Against Women
Act worked. The hotline has been a tremen-

dous help. More than half a million victims
have found assistance by calling it. Police of-
ficers who once shied away from so-called
family squabbles are now getting involved in
saving lives. Best of all, violence against
women by an intimate partner has fallen 21
percent since 1993.

The bill I’m signing will keep that progress
going by keeping the Violence Against
Women Act the law of the land. It provides
new resources for Native American commu-
nities, restores protections for battered immi-
grant women, and, for the first time, extends
a law to cover women abused by their boy-
friends.

The new law contains another provision,
too, one that will strengthen our fight against
the insidious global practice of trafficking in
human beings. Every year, a million or more
women, children, and men are forced or
tricked into lives of utter misery—into pros-
titution, sweatshop work, domestic or farm
labor, or debt bondage. This is slavery, plain
and simple. And it’s not just something that
happens far from our shores.

In fact, each year as many as 50,000 people
are brought to the United States for this cruel
purpose. We must do our part to stop those
responsible for these crimes and to help their
victims. The bill I’m signing will help to do
that.

It establishes the first Federal law that spe-
cifically targets this problem, setting out
harsh penalties for those who trade in human
beings, requiring convicted traffickers to for-
feit their assets and make restitution to those
they have exploited. The law gives victims
better access to services like shelters, coun-
seling, and medical care. It enables victims
to stay in the United States so they can re-
ceive those services and helps law enforce-
ment agencies to prosecute the traffickers.
It increases our assistance to other countries
as well to help them detect and punish this
pernicious practice, and it provides for sanc-
tions for any countries that refuse to take
steps to end trafficking in women and chil-
dren. I worked hard for these provisions.
They build on what we’ve been doing at
home and abroad to address the problem.

We see in the success of this landmark leg-
islation once again that there is no real secret
to getting things done in Washington. When
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